
 Project RELO – Task Force Tribute  

World War 1 Memorial, Kansas City August 23, 2022 

Project RELO & Task Force Tribute visits Kansas City’s , WWI Memorial hosted by 
Honeywell/KC National Security Campus 
Project RELO Task Force Tribute continues its 22 day journey honoring and 
remembering our military lost in the Global War on Terror with a stop in Kansas City to 
honor those fallen from the state of Missouri. Sadly that list includes names of 147 sons, 
daughters and friends.  KCNSC sponsored this event and is a strong supporter of our 
veterans and employs over 13% of their staff from military veterans. 

Remarks by Jeffrey Schmidt,  
President of Kansas City National Security Campus’ Veterans Employee Network 
Introduced by Doug Bryant, Project RELO & US Army Veteran 

Thank you, Doug. I am honored to be able to welcome and host my fellow brothers and 

sisters in service here at the magnificent World War I museum. I know I speak on behalf 

of everyone at Kansas City National Security Campus when I say how thrilled we are to 

support the important work that Project RELO is doing through Task Force Tribute. 

Take a look around and you will see a beautiful museum dedicated to those patriots who 

sacrificed their lives during World War I.  That war saw 116,708 US citizens die while in 

service.  In World War 2, we had over 418,000 die, and they are memorialized at a 

similar museum in New Orleans, Louisiana.  In more recent history, Vietnam claimed 

58,220 and Operation Desert Shield and Storm claimed 219.   

But we are not here to recognize those conflicts.  Since 2001, it is estimated that 

between 1.9M and 3M service members have deployed in harm’s way.  Over half of 

those have deployed two or more times. Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, 

New Dawn, Inherent Resolve and Freedom’s Sentinel have been the mark of the 21st 

Century for the United States Military. As a retired Army officer, the recent conflicts in 

Afghanistan, Iraq, Horn of Africa, and a myriad of other countries around the globe left a 

lasting impression on me personally.  It defined my over 22 years of service, and over 
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four years of time in a hostile fire zone.  We accomplished a lot in those years, as a 

military, and as a Nation.  We took a stand as a Nation against global terrorism, and we 

were a beacon of hope for a lot of people that were subjugated to dictatorships, 

autocratic governments, and failing democracies.  Whether you agree with the politics of 

why we got involved or not, there is one thing that we should all agree on.  Those brave 

individuals who willingly raised their right hand and took an oath to support our 

constitution deserve our constant and unequivocal support.   Those that truly deserve 

our thanks, however, are those that paid the ultimate price.  As of June of this year, 

there have been 7,054 deaths attributed to these conflicts, and over 53,300 wounded in 

action. Of those 7,054 deaths, there are names that I know.  People like Captain James 

Shull, Staff Sergeant Joe Robsky, and Sergeant Jonny Lumpkin, whose deaths have left 

a vacancy in mine and so many others’ lives. Task Force Tribute’s mission is to honor 

these names, and the 7051 others, and we are proud to stand beside them in their 

efforts to honor our fallen heroes from the last 21 years.  Their journey began about a 

week ago in Lansing, Michigan and we are lucky to not only have a member of our 

workforce and traveling with them, but also to have you stop through Kansas City and 

share your experiences with us.  Thank you for making us a part of your 7054 mile 

journey. 

You may or may not know that Kansas City National Security Campus is managed by 

Honeywell FM&T and is a contractor for the U.S. Department of Energy. We are at the 

forefront of helping the DOE and the National Nuclear Security Administration 

strengthen our 21st century National Security Enterprise. Our mission has also 

expanded to other government agencies with national security products to help protect 

our nation. This is part of our Global Security business.  Our company is involved in 

protecting our nation. A mission-oriented culture with careers that provide more than 

“just a job.” This unwavering “sense of duty” and values many of you have held over the 

course of your lives are values we share with you, and we share with those that have 

served our Nation through military service.  



I’d be remised not to share with you tonight that Kansas City National Security Campus 

is growing and looking for exceptional talent to join our team. Did you know that more 

than 13% of our workforce is made up of veterans? If you join us, you’ll find a very 

supportive culture to help you continue your support of our National Defense.  

Thank you again for allowing me to speak with you this afternoon and thank you for the 

commitment you have for our Service members, both those who are still among us as 

well as those that have passed on!  We wish the best of luck to the Project RELO Team 

on the remainder of their journey and their efforts to recognize our fallen comrades 

through Task Force Tribute.  Thank you.


